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legal requirements for a sole source procurement and a sole source procurement seems entirely
inappropriate in light of the number of aircraft that have been proven to effectively perform the
medevac and related missions at a lower initial price and with much lower longterm operational
maintenance and staffing costs.
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The decision to file this Protest is a difficult one for AE, especially after a long history of
partnership, service and support to the State, But, we believe that the process established is
fundamentally flawed and unreasonable. As previously indicated, we believe this solicitation has the
consequence of being a sole source procurement that is at odds with the stated open procursment. This
acquisition represents a potential $250,000,000.00 procurement that will impose far greater costs on
the citizens of Maryland for decades to come. We do not believe that this acquisition process, which
forecloses competition, serves the best interests of the taxpayers of Maryland.

GROUNDS SUPPORTING PROTEST

AE’s grounds in support of this Protest are as follows.

1. The Current Evaluation Factors Guarantee The Selection Of The
Agusta Westland AW 139 Aircraft Without Any Opportunity For

Fair Or Meaningful Competition

Four potential offerors are identified thus far in the solicitation process:

Agusta Westland (AW 139 aircraft)
Sikorsky Aircraft (S-76C++ aircraft)

Bell Helicopter (B412 EP aircraft)
American Eurocopter (EC 155B1 aircraft)

Each potential offeror manufactures an aircraft that conceivably could be responsive to the solicitation,
and each has enjoyed the following medevac/air medical market share of deliveries in the United
States from 1999 through 2008:

Units Percentage
I. American Eurocopter 284 7%
2. Bell Helicopter 47 13%
3. Agusta (no AW139 deliveries) 29 8%
4. Sikorsky 5 2%

The Agusta Westland AW 139 aircraft, however, was originally designed as a military or utility
transport aircraft, not a civilian medical evacuation aircraft. In fact, no Agusta Westland AW 130
aircraft has been delivered in the United States to perform a civilian medevac mission. This is so
because the Agusta Westland AW 139 is a considerably heavier and more powerful aircraft than that
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